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I. ACADEMIC AREA:

A. Content Description: Listing of MAJOR UNITS, ENDURING KNOWLEDGE (Key Concepts) and ALIGNMENT per quarter:

	MAJOR UNITS
	ALIGNMENT W/ STANDARDS*
*Indicate source of Standard

  Four standards:

1. Seattle Archdiocese Catholic Identity and Catechetical Standards for Catholic Secondary Schools

2. Archdiocese of Seattle Compass Points and Key Themes for the Religion Curriculum

3. Doctrinal Guidelines for Catholic High Schools from the USCCB’s Ad Hoc Committee on Conformity to the Catechism of the Catholic Church

4. The 6 tasks of catechesis:

a. Promoting knowledge of the faith

      b. Educating for full, active liturgical  

          participation

      c. Forming morally

      d. Teaching to pray

      e. Educating for community life

            f.  Initiate into missionary life
	QUARTER

	Introduction:  Our Catholic Faith
	Faith enables a person to make sense of life. (2—Key Theme #1)

Thirst for God:  a mutual desire; we experience a longing for God, only to find that God is already reaching out to us. (3—1. I A 1 & 2)

Faith is a grace that enables assent of mind and will and a willingness to believe and trust in what God has told us. (3—2. I B 1 a and b)

Faith in Jesus Christ has practical implications for day-to-day life. (3—2. I B 2 c)

Promoting knowledge of the faith (4a)

Teaching to pray (4d)
	        1

	Our Loving God:  

Father and Creator
	Jesus reveals to us that God is his Father and ours; that God in One in three Persons; that all three Persons share attributes: eternal, almighty, all-knowing (omniscient), all-loving, transcendent and yet immanent. (3—2. II B 1, 2, 3)

The first Person of the Trinity is God the Father; God the Father is the source of all that is created and uncreated; God is Father in relation to the Son from all eternity; God is Father to all those baptized as his adopted sons and daughters through the Son. (3—2. II C 1 a, b, and c)

We know that God exists through creation, the ultimate source and origin of all, the prime mover; through revelation in which God told us about himself, and about his plans for us; through Sacred Scripture—God is the one who inspired the writers of Scripture, the canon of Scripture, the Catholic understanding of the truth of the Scripture.  (3—2. V A 1 a and b; 2 a)

Promoting knowledge of the faith (4a)

Teaching to pray (4d)


	        1

	Jesus Christ: 

 Lord and Savior
	Jesus Christ is the Eternal Son of God and the Son of Mary (fully Divine and fully Human) and reveals to us the Trinity: Father, Son, and Spirit. (2—Key Theme #4)

All ministry with adolescents must be directed toward presenting young people with the Good News of Jesus Christ and inviting and challenging them to become His disciples. (1—first page)

Jesus is the Son of God from all eternity and Son of Mary from the moment of the Incarnation; the mystery of the Incarnation:  Emmanuel (God is-with-us). (3—2. II A 1)

The acts of creation and redemption are the acts of the One God in three Persons; only Jesus Christ, the Second Person of the Trinity, was made incarnate and crucified for us. (3—2. II B 4)

The Second Person of the Trinity is God the Son; Jesus Christ: eternally begotten and incarnate in time; Son of God and Son of Mary; true God; true man; the perfection of who we are created to be. (3—2. II C 2 a 1, 2, and 3)

Mary is Ever-Virgin. (3—2. II C 2 b 3)

Jesus is not just a human being with special grace or abilities; Jesus is not just a divine person who took on a human form so as not to frighten people. (3—2. III A 1 and 2)

At the Incarnation, the Eternal Son remained fully what he was and is (God) and became what, until that moment, he was not (man). (3—2. III B)

Jesus showed his divinity in various ways: miracles, forgiveness of sins, his knowledge of the Father and the Spirit which he taught, the Resurrection. (3—2. III C)

Jesus showed his humanity in every event of his human life. (3—2. III D)

The Resurrection is a real event involving Christ’s physical body; a transcendent event in which Jesus is no longer bound by space and time.  (3—3. III A 2 a and b)

Jesus promised to be with us always. (3—4. I B 2)

Promoting knowledge of the faith (4a)

Forming morally (4c)

Teaching to pray (4d)


	        1

	The Holy Spirit and Blessed Trinity
	The Third Person of the Trinity is the Holy Spirit; eternally proceeding from the Father and the Son; only fully revealed by Jesus; Sanctifier of the Church and her members. (3—2. II C 3 a, b, and c)

The Holy Spirit is present in the Church and her members; the events of the first Pentecost. (3—4. I C and B 3)

Promoting knowledge of the faith (4a)

Teaching to pray (4d)

Initiate into missionary life (4f)


	        2

	The Church:

The Body of Christ
	The Church is the community of Christ’s disciples. (2—Key Theme #5)

The Catholic Church—founded by Jesus Christ, the Body of Christ in the world, a unity of one faith in one Lord. (3—2. B 4 a, b, and c)

Christ established his one Church to continue his presence and his work; the birth of the Church; born from the side of Jesus on Good Friday; revealed to the world at Pentecost. (3—4. I A 1 and 2)

Members of the Church share in the divine life of the Trinitarian God, in communion with God and with each other.  (3—4. I C 2)

The missionary mandate of Jesus to the Church (Matthew 28: 19). (3—4. I D 1)

Biblical Images of the Church—These shed partial insight into the reality of the Church as participating in the Trinitarian communion:  the Body of Christ, the Bride of Christ, the People of God (also called Family of God), Beginning of the Kingdom, Way to Salvation, Temple of the Holy Spirit, Vine and Branches. (3—4.  II A-G)

The Marks of the Church—The Church is one, holy, catholic, and apostolic. (3—4. III A 1,2, and 3; B 1, 2, and 3; C 1, 2, and 3; D 1, 2, 3)

The Church is a sign and instrument of communion with God and the unity of the whole human race; founded by Christ, the Church has a divine purpose and mission; the foundation, authority, spiritual power and responsibility of the Church do not originate with the will of her members, but with Christ; the Church transcends history while she is still part of history; the Church is to continue Christ’s work of salvation and to preserve and hand on his teaching. (3—4. IV A and B 1, 2 and 3)

The visible structure of the Church:  a hierarchical communion; authority within the Church; the teaching role of the pope and bishops.  (3—4. IV C 1 and D 1)

Why the Church?  The Church is the ordinary way and means through which we can encounter Christ today; redemption and salvation from Christ come to us as members of the one Body of Christ, the Church; holiness of life, the Sacraments, God’s Word and other means of salvation are entrusted to the Church by Christ. (3—4. V A 1, 2, and 3)

The Church, which is the Body of Christ, was instituted by him to be a kind of sacrament; the Church has a physical (visible) and a spiritual (invisible) dimension; thus it is a “sacrament”; through the Church we share in the life of the Trinity which touches both body and soul. (3—5. I A 2 a and b)

Promoting knowledge of the faith (4a)

Teaching to pray (4d)

Initiate into missionary life (4f)


	        2

	Communion of Saints,

Forgiveness of Sins,

Eternal Life
	Death and our judgment by God—immediate or particular judgment; Last judgment; Heaven, Hell, Purgatory. (3—3. IV A 3 a and b; 4)

Promoting knowledge of the faith (4a)

Forming morally (4c)

Teaching to pray (4d)
	        2

	The Sacraments of Initiation
	The seven sacraments of the Church are encounters with the Risen Christ in which one responds and grows as a disciple.  (2—Key Theme #6)

The Seven Sacraments celebrated in the Liturgy are the way established by God for our participation in the mystery of redemption. (3—5 I B)

Sacraments as the principal manifestation of Christ

(3—5 I B. 1, 2, 3)

Sacrament defined

Sacraments as actions of Christ

Church at prayer

Sacraments as the principal manifestation of Christ

(3—5 III A. 1)

Baptism defined

Essential elements

Effects of the Sacrament

Requirements for reception

Minister of the Sacrament

Implications

Baptism into the Church; we become in Christ adopted children of the Father, brothers and sisters to God the Son, temples of the Holy Spirit. (3—6 I B 2)

Sacraments as the principal manifestation of Christ

(3—5 III  A. 2)

Confirmation defined

Essential elements

Effects of the Sacrament

Requirements for reception

Minister of the Sacrament

Implications

Promoting knowledge of the faith (4a)

Educating for full, active liturgical participation (4b)

Educating for community life (4e)

The prayer of the Church Community nourishes the life of each member and the community itself. (2—Key Theme #7)

Sacraments as the principal manifestations of Christ

(3—5 III A. 3)

Eucharist defined

Essential elements

Transubstantiation

Effects of the Sacrament

Requirements for reception

Minister of the Sacrament

Implications

Promoting knowledge of the faith (4a)

Educating for full, active liturgical participation (4b)

Teaching to pray (4d)

Educating for community life (4e)
	        3

	The Sacraments of Healing and Ministry
	Life in Christ

(3—6 II B. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5)

The reality of sin

Sin defined

Types of sin

Effects of sin

Capital sins

Sins of commission and omission

Life in Christ

(3—6 III B. 1)

The Ten Commandments

Sacraments as the principal manifestations of Christ

(3—5 III B 1)

Reconciliation defined

Essential elements

Effects of the Sacrament

Requirements for reception

Minister of the Sacrament

Implications

Promoting knowledge of the faith (4a)

Educating for full, active liturgical participation (4b)

Teaching to pray (4d)

Sacraments as the principal manifestations of Christ

(3—5 III B 2)

Anointing of the Sick defined

Essential elements

Effects of the Sacrament

Requirements for reception

Minister of the Sacrament

Promoting knowledge of the faith (4a)

Educating for full, active liturgical participation (4b)

Teaching to pray (4d)

God calls each individual to live out holiness in a particular way. ((3—8 I B. 1)

The different states of life. (3—8 I B. 4)

Sacraments at the Service of Communion

(3—8 III A, B, C, D, E)

Marriage as a Sacrament

Marriage as a life-long commitment

The celebration of the Sacrament

Preparation for receiving the Sacrament

Effects of the Sacrament

Sacraments as the principal manifestations of Christ

(3—5 III C. 2)

Marriage defined

Essential elements

Effects of the Sacrament

Requirements for reception

Minister of the Sacrament

Implications

Promoting knowledge of the faith (4a)

Educating for community life (4e)

Sacraments as the principal manifestations of Christ

(3—5 III C. 1)

Holy Orders defined

Essential elements

Effects of the Sacrament

Requirements for reception

Minister of the Sacrament

Implications

Promoting knowledge of the faith (4a)

Educating for community life (4e)
	        3

	The Basics of Catholic Morality
	Catholic secondary schools shall provide a quality religious instructional and formational program based on the teaching of the Catholic Church.  (1—1.)
Christ calls us to be grateful disciples committed to praising God and proclaiming the Good News through loving service of neighbor and promotion of justice.  (2—Key Theme #8)

The universal call to holiness…personal response shown in our way of life. (3—3. IV B 2)

Living as a disciple of Jesus…putting Jesus’ moral and spiritual teaching into practice.  (3—3. IV C 3)

Social teaching of the Church (3—7 II and III)

Promoting knowledge of the faith (4a)

Forming morally (4c)

Educating for community life (4d)

	        4

	Christian Moral Life:

The Beatitudes and 

Ten Commandments
	Sources of knowing how to live a new life in Christ. (3—6 III B 1 a—the Ten Commandments)
Sources of knowing how to live a new life in Christ (3—6 III B 2 a—the two great commandments and b—the Beatitudes)

Promoting knowledge of the faith (4a)

Forming morally (4c)

Educating for community life (4d)
	        4

	Prayer
	There are various forms of personal prayer that enable one to deepen their sense of being loved, of belonging and of making a difference. (2—Key Theme #10)

Promoting knowledge of the faith (4a)

Teaching to pray (4d)
	        4


	ENDURING KNOWLEDGE

*Key Concepts/What student has to know*
	QUARTER

	Our Catholic Faith

The importance of faith

The theological virtues

Definitions:  religion, creed, cult, code

Short summary of Catholic beliefs

Mary, model of Christian faith

The Apostles’ Creed

	       1   

	Our Loving God:  Father and Creator

God revealed through natural reason

Catholic beliefs about God

Divine Revelation

God as Trinity

God as Creator

	       1

	Jesus Christ:  Lord and Savior

Jesus’ message—the Good News

Catholic beliefs about Jesus Christ

The role of the gospels in understanding Jesus

Jesus’ death and resurrection
	       1

	The Holy Spirit and Blessed Trinity

The Holy Spirit as God

The Holy Spirit in the Bible

Names, Titles, and Symbols of the Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit in the Life of Christians

The Mystery of the Trinity


	       2

	The Church:  The Body of Christ

The Church as the Body of Christ

Models of the Church

Membership and Ministries in the Church

Marks of the Church

Ecumenism:  The Church and Other Religions

	       2

	Communion of Saints, Forgiveness of Sins, Eternal Life

Our eternal destiny

The Communion of Saints

One Baptism for the Forgiveness of Sins

The Last Things:  Eschatology


	       2

	The Sacraments of Initiation

Introduction to Liturgy and the Sacraments

Our Need for Signs and Symbols

Baptism—Gateway to the Church and the Other Sacraments

Confirmation—Completing the Sacramental Grace of Baptism

Eucharist—Completing a Catholic’s  Initiation into the Church

The Liturgical Year

	       3

	The Sacraments of Healing and Ministry

Reconciliation and Anointing of the Sick—Sacraments of Healing

The Sacraments of Healing Continue Jesus’ Work of Healing

Matrimony and Holy Orders— Sacraments of Ministry

The role of Christ in the Sacrament of Matrimony

The Three Degrees of Holy Orders


	       3

	The Basics of Catholic Morality

Modeling Christ

Humans Are Made in God’s Image

Conscience and Moral Decisions

Virtues and Other Helps to Live a Moral Life

Sin, Justification, and Grace

	       4

	Christian Moral Life:  The Beatitudes and Ten Commandments
Christian Morality Based on Showing Our Love for God by Loving Others

The Beatitudes as Formula to Help us Love God and Neighbor in a Christ-Like Way

The First Three Commandments and Love of God

Commandments Four Through Ten and Love of Neighbor


	       4

	Prayer

The Importance of Making Time for God

The Four Types of Prayer

The Bible and Prayer

How to Pray

The Lord’s Prayer


	       4


B. Skills: What the student will have to do and how these skills are to be evaluated. (Such as: read, discuss participate in groups, write reports, write six 2-page papers, etc.)

	SKILLS
	METHODS OF EVAULATION/ASSESSMENT 
	FREQUENCY OF EVALUATION

	Read,

analyze, 

summarize 


	Study guides, papers, posters, quizzes, test, projects
	Chapter unit outlines

Weekly quizzes

Unit Test

Rubrics used to assess written papers. 

	Write, analyze, synthesize, defend, support, explain
	Papers, journal entries, quizzes, tests, posters, projects
	Composition book for daily reflective journal writing.



	Discuss, collaborate
	Group discussions, class discussions, oral reporting, group projects
	Frequent use of collaborative/cooperative groups for discussion and oral reporting.

	Organize, take notes
	Spiral notebook turned in turned in periodically, all work must be kept in binder by unit
	Composition book checked twice a month for entries and reflection. 

	Relate, research
	Interviews, speakers, relating to life, library and internet work using the tools of theological study
	Topics/speakers when applicable

Library research – Oct/Nov. on the saints


C. Methods of Instruction:  Instructional methods used to present course content:  (such as:  lecture, lab, discussion, collaborative learning, small group learning, writing exercises, listening/speaking activities, use of technology in instruction and delivery [online, multi-media materials, etc], persistent use of Library Media Center, other)
Methods of instruction used in this course include:  lecture, note taking, discussion, collaborative learning, small group work, writing exercises, study guides, quizzes, tests, projects, pertinent videos, internet research, and reading.

D. Career Application:  Indicate how the content of this course is relevant / connected to real life / authentic / ties in with a related vocation.
Kennedy is a Catholic high school. This course will contribute to the spiritual formation of each student encouraging one’s relationship with God and the appreciation of their faith. Students will learn about the Roman Catholic faith and their role as Christians in today’s world.
II. POLICIES:
A. Grading Policies:  

(Such as:  grading scale, criteria, value, weighting)
GRADING SCALE


  X Same as grading scale used in the school system and Student Handbook

___Different scale (If different scale, please indicate below):

GRADING CRITERIA / VALUE / WEIGHTING

1. The semester grade in this class is calculated at follows:

70% of your semester grade is entitled general.

Assignments, papers, quizzes, tests are all assigned points.  You accumulate points based on how many points you gain per assignment, etc. The number of points you have at the end of the semester is divided by the total number of points possible to give you a percentage.  

10% of your semester grade is entitled work habits.

For the work habits (preparing for success) portion of your semester grade, you start each quarter with 100 points.  You may lose 3 pts. each time one of the following occurs:

a. You are late to class

b. You come to class without all of the necessary materials (notebook, pens, pencils, paper, completed homework) 

c. You are not on task (not paying attention, working on homework for other classes, talking to neighbor without being instructed to do so) 

     You can gain work habit points by contributing to classroom discussions.

20% of your semester grade is entitled semester exam.

The semester exam is comprehensive and covers all 18 weeks worth of work.

2. You may do up to 10 points of extra credit per quarter.  I will frequently  

     give you ideas for extra credit work.
3.  The school’s grading scale is all follows:

93-100%  A


73-76%   C

 90-92%   A-


70-72%   C-

 87-89%   B+


 67-69%  D+

 83-86%   B


 63-66%  D

 80-82%   B-


 60-62%  D-

 77-79%   C+
B. Policies on late work, tests and attendance (as they pertain to grading)
1.  Your work should reflect pride in yourself. Take the time and effort to do your very best.
2.  Pay attention to spelling.  Use a dictionary or spell check.

3.  Assignments are due at the beginning of the period on the day
      they are due.   Late assignments are not accepted except for absence.

      For some major assignments, exceptions will be made, but you may  

      receive only half credit.

4.  If you are absent, it is your responsibility to find out about missed  

     work. You are responsible for all work done in your absence.

5. If you miss a quiz or test, set up a retake time that is convenient for both student and         

teacher. You have one week to make up a missed quiz or test unless you have made other arrangements with me.
C.  Discipline Policies (as they pertain to grading)

1.  RESPECT--yourself, other people, the teacher, the classroom, and  

                          the learning process.  
· Be respectful to the teacher, students and their property.

· Participate by raising your hand when you have a question or want to share an idea.

· Listen and learn from others.

· Work cooperatively.
· Be on time, prepared, and ready to learn. 

· Abide by the rules and regulations set forth by the Kennedy Student Handbook – 4 D’s – defiance, disruption, disrespect, dishonesty.

Other: Teacher’s Additional expectations:

· No food, drink or gum in the classroom.

· Cell phones off and in back packs.

· Be prepared with all materials. 

· Try your best!!

2. RESPONSIBILITY--bring to class everyday:

a. Textbook—Our Catholic Faith:  Living What We Believe by  

Michael Pennock

b. Your Catholic Youth Bible.  We will be using the Bible almost everyday starting about the third week of class.  I will tell you when you need to start bringing it.  Until then keep your Bible someplace where it will stay in good condition.  All Christians believe that the Bible is the Word of God.  It should be treated with the utmost respect.

c. Blue or black pens--Homework may be done on computer,  

     typed, or written in blue or black ink.  No papers done in  

     pencil or torn out of notebooks with frayed edges will be  

     accepted.

d. Binder with notebook paper.

e. Composition notebook - journal
f. Your Kennedy planner/handbook.

D. Statement on School Cheating Policy:
 (Spell out the penalties for cheating in your class if in addition to school policy stated in “Student Handbook” / If no additions, indicate this below)

    Cheating will be handled according to the guidelines in the Kennedy    

    planner/handbook (p. 6).
E. Policy on Extra Credit (if it pertains to your class) (If no additions, indicate this below
(Give a short explanation of your extra credit)(Indicate the point value involved as it pertains to the over-all grade)

     You may do up to 10 points of extra credit per quarter.  I will frequently  

     give you ideas for extra credit work.  One of the most common ways of gaining extra  

     credit is to find an article in the newspaper or from the internet that has to do with  

     religion.  Summarize the main points of the article in your own words and tell what you  

     learned from this article.  Attach the article to your summary and turn this in to me.
F. Listing Daily Assignments

(Indicate how you will post daily assignments for parents and students)

____ JFK NETCATHOLIC        XX   JFK Website

_____Both

G. Open Gradebook Report to Web Postings

(Indicate when students and parents will be able to check JFK NETCATHOLIC for your grades in an open gradebook format.  Grades will be kept current with a minimum of new postings made available on a bi-weekly basis.  Indicate number of NEW entries per quarter that parents/students will be able to anticipate when viewing your gradebook.)

· Postings:  I update JFK NETCATHOLIC every time there is a new graded assignment, quiz, test, etc. ( 2 – 3 weekly assignments)
· Anticipated number of NEW entries per quarter:  
      15-20 entries
H. Support for Student Learning
(Such as:  differentiated instruction [varied texts, tasks, assessments], reinforcement of study skills, varied delivery [auditory, visual, kinesthetic], flexible groupings for collaborative activities, peer tutoring, referral to after school Lancer Academy, etc.)
     I try to vary the teaching/learning methodology:  reading, writing, discussion,  
     group work, group projects, audio visuals.

     I make frequent use of the overhead and PowerPoint presentations so that  

     students both see and hear what is being presented.

     If a student is not doing well in this class, I certainly encourage attendance at  

     Lancer Academy.           

 I. Teacher Availability to Students for Extra Help
     I am in my classroom by 7:45 in the morning and am available most everyday after  
     school until 3:30.
J. Major Movies/Films (Video/CD/DVD) Shown as Part of this Course: 

	MAJOR MOVIES/FILMS (Video, CD, DVD) SHOWN AS PART OF THIS COURSE:
	UNIT OR CHAPTER
	QUARTER

	Jesus
	Chapter on Jesus
	1

	Mary—Mother of Jesus
	Chapter on the saints
	2

	Heaven—a Barbara Walters special
	Chapter on eternal life
	2

	After school special on prejudice
	Confirmation
	3

	We Are the World
	Eucharist
	3

	Frontline special:  Living Old
	Anointing of the Sick
	3

	The Ultimate Gift
	Season of Lent
	3

	The Lost Boys of Sudan
	
	


K.  Technology Used in Classroom Instruction: 

(Indicate equipment used and frequency)

	EQUIPMENT USED IN CLASSROOM INSTRUCTION
	FREQUENCY OF USE

	Internet is used to enhance instruction and prayer experiences. 
	1-2 assignments per quarter

	Teacher website post weekly assignments.
	Weekly

	Students take notes from document camera and PowerPoint. 
	Daily

	Student presentations using PowerPoint. 
	1-2 assignments per quarter


Mrs. Joanne Demarinis
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